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20th century well into the 21st, because we—
we—have led the world toward democracy
and freedom, toward peace and prosperity.

If we want the kind of future I described,
we have to assume the burden of leadership.
There is simply not another alternative. So
I ask you, bring your passion to this task,
bring your argument to this task, and bring
the sense of urgency that has animated this
country in its times of greatest challenge for
the last 50 years to this task.

The future, I believe, will be even brighter
for the American people than the last 50
years if—if—we can preserve our leadership
in pursuit of our values.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:37 a.m. at Hyatt
Regency Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to
Adrian Karatnycky, president, Freedom House,
and Congressman Robert Livingston.

Statement on Reform of Computer
Export Controls
October 6, 1995

Today I am pleased to announce a major
reform of our computer export controls that
will adjust to the global spread of technology
while preserving our vital national security
interests.

Effective export controls are a critical part
of national security, especially a strong non-
proliferation policy. Our control regulations
must focus principally on exports that have
significant national security applications and
which are not so widely available in open
commerce that controls are ineffective.

When I came into office, virtually all com-
puters more powerful than a basic desktop
required an export license from the Govern-
ment, even though many of these machines
could be purchased in electronics stores from
Hong Kong to Frankfurt as well as in cities
across America. Both the U.S. Government
and American exporters spent millions of
dollars and thousands of hours implementing
and complying with a tangled web of export
control regulations.

Two years ago, to bring our export control
system into line with new developments in
computer technology and the changing na-
ture of the threats to our national security,

I relieved billions of dollars worth of exports
from outdated and unnecessary controls and
instructed my administration thoroughly and
periodically to review the controls on com-
puter exports. The purpose of this review was
to determine how changes in computer tech-
nology and its military applications should af-
fect our export control regulations.

Now, in the wake of a careful reevaluation
by the Department of Defense, I have in-
structed my administration to update our
controls to ensure that computers that could
have a significant military impact on U.S. and
allied security interests remain carefully con-
trolled, while controls that are unnecessary
or ineffective are eliminated.

Specifically, I have decided to eliminate
controls on the export of all computers to
countries in North America, most of Europe,
and parts of Asia. For a number of other
countries, including many in Latin America
and Central and Eastern Europe, we will
ease but not eliminate computer export con-
trols. For the former Soviet Union, China,
and a number of other countries, we will
focus our controls on computers intended for
military end uses or users, while easing them
on the export of computers to civilian cus-
tomers. Finally, we will continue to deny
computer technology to terrorist countries
around the world.

This decision will relieve U.S. computer
manufacturers of unnecessary and ineffective
regulations which often have tied their hands
while foreign competitors won major con-
tracts or built their own systems. It will help
preserve the strength of the U.S. computer
industry, which also is key to our national
security. It is good for U.S. workers and U.S.
business.

This decision will benefit our national se-
curity in a number of other ways. Trying to
regulate the export of computers that are in-
creasingly available in markets abroad is a
recipe for an ineffective nonproliferation pol-
icy. It imposes serious regulatory burdens
without improving our national security and
diverts resources from the pursuit of other
important nonproliferation objectives.

Today’s action will strengthen our non-
proliferation policy by targeting our export
control resources on those areas where they
can make a difference. It will complement
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our work in the New Forum, the multilateral
regime we are forming to control arms and
sensitive dual-use technologies, where we
will work with our partners to encourage de-
velopment of multilateral transparency and
controls on computers consistent with our
national controls. It will reinforce other steps
we have taken in this administration to
achieve concrete goals—such as the indefi-
nite extension of the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty, denuclearizaton of Ukraine,
stopping the North Korean nuclear weapons
program, and a negotiation of a comprehen-
sive test ban—in our efforts to combat pro-
liferation.

Proclamation 6832—National
Disability Employment Awareness
Month, 1995
October 6, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
‘‘The strongest bond . . . outside of the

family relation, should be one uniting all
working people, of all nations, and tongues,
and kindreds.’’ Although written more than
a century ago, Abraham Lincoln’s words con-
tinue to express the ability of common pur-
pose to transcend boundaries. As our Nation
prepares for a new century and faces the de-
mands of an increasingly global marketplace,
this idea is more important than ever. We
are called upon to value every citizen’s
unique gifts and to encourage all people to
participate in moving our Nation forward.

America’s employees with disabilities have
long been a part of this effort, distinguishing
themselves in virtually every occupation and
profession. Indeed, study after study has
shown that workers with disabilities perform
as well as, or better than, other members of
the labor force on every factor measured.
The typical cost of accommodating a person
with a disability on the job is only $200, and
this investment is amply repaid—wage earn-
ers with disabilities increase productivity and
tax revenue, become consumers of goods and
services, and reduce the burden on govern-
ment welfare and entitlement programs.

Yet despite their many contributions and
successes, individuals with disabilities remain
underrepresented in our Nation’s work force.
Fully two-thirds of all Americans of working
age with severe disabilities are unemployed,
though research indicates that two-thirds of
that number want to work. We cannot allow
this situation to continue, but must unite in
a concerted effort to ensure that all people
with disabilities have the opportunity to be
integral, productive members of our society.
Together, our Nation’s employers and citi-
zens with disabilities can form an unbeatable
team equipped to advance an interest vital
to our country—a sound and growing econ-
omy.

To recognize the tremendous potential of
individuals with disabilities and to encourage
all Americans to work toward their integra-
tion and full inclusion in the work force, the
Congress, by joint resolution, approved Au-
gust 11, 1945, as amended (36 U.S.C. 155),
has designated October of each year as ‘‘Na-
tional Disability Employment Awareness
Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 1995 as National
Disability Employment Awareness Month. I
call upon government officials, educators,
and the people of the United States to ob-
serve this month with appropriate programs
and activities that reaffirm our determination
to fulfill both the letter and the spirit of the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-five, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:59 a.m., October 10, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 11.
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